Worship is the submission of all our nature to God. It is the quickening of conscience by His holiness; the nourishment of mind with His truth; the purifying of imagination by His beauty; the opening of the heart to His love; the surrender of will to His purpose – and all of this gathered up in adoration, the most selfless emotion of which our nature is capable and therefore the chief remedy for that self-centredness which is our original sin and the source of all actual sin.

…We are ready, perhaps, to be humble before God; but we do not want Him to be humble in His dealings with us. We should like Him, who has the right, to glory in His goodness and greatness; then we, as we pass from His presence, may be entitled to pride ourselves on such achievements as distinguish us above other people.

But the worship of Jesus Christ makes that impossible to justify. We worship the infant in the manger, for whom there was no room in the inn. We worship One who meets our obeisance by rendering to us menial service. So far as that worship is genuine and complete, pride is eliminated; for He whom we worship is humility itself incarnate.
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